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The decline in many marine fisheries is well documented but there is less information about the scale and timing of their demise. Researchers are now beginning to search for such information in the hope that it may help reveal how different fisheries might best be conserved or restored.
One novel source has been seafood prices collected from US restaurant menus dating to the 1850s, which are helping to plot the shifting harvest of marine species, according to a study announced at the recent "Oceans Past: A Census of Marine Life" conference in Denmark on the history of marine animal populations. Researchers hope such discoveries will help track the pressure on fisheries and also throw light on the best ways to help natural stocks to be restored.
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